
 

  

for children trying to find their 
place in this information age. 
In this multimedia age, 
reading is still the most 
important skill needed to 
acquire knowledge. 

Parent participation is an 
integral part of the Back On 
Track program and there will 
be several mandatory parent 
meetings during the school 
year.  Please plan to attend 
this important first meeting of 
the 2007-08 school year. You 
will have the opportunity to 
get to know other parents; 
your child’s tutor and our 
Back On Track staff. Back On 
Track’s goal is help your child 
maximize his or her academic 
potential but it is only by 
working together that we can 
help your student be the best 
he or she can be. We look 
forward to seeing you on 
August 21. 
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Back On Track will kick off 
Fall 2007 with a reading 
workshop for parents and 
tutors on August 21, 2007 at 
6:15 PM in the Third Baptist 
Church Fellowship Hall at 
1399 McAllister St. There will 
be activities provided for 
children during the workshop 
downstairs in the lower 
auditorium. Parking is 
available in the upper church 
parking lot in the 1400 block 
of McAllister between Pierce 
and Scott. No need to cook -- 
dinner will be served after the 
workshop.  The workshop will 
be conducted by Kathleen 
Martinez Ph.D. of Creative 
School Learning.  The 
purpose of the workshop is to 
help parents and tutors help 
Back On Track scholars to 
develop a love for reading 
and get the most out of their 
reading. 

Studies show that children 
who read well will do better in 
other academic subjects and 
in all aspects of their 
education and beyond. In an 
age where access to 
in format ion wi l l  o f ten 
determine a person’s ability to 
succeed in life, the ability to 
read is extremely important 

Reading is more important 
today than it has ever been 
— reading is absolutely 
crucial to being an informed 
citizen, to succeed in one's 
chosen career, and achieving  
personal fulfillment.  
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Back On Track 
Mission Statement 

 
The mission of Back On 
Track is to promote academic 
achievement on a one-on-
one basis for students who 
are otherwise not well served 
and to promote a mentoring 
relationship in the process. 
Initially founded by Third 
Baptist Church and Temple 
Emanu-E l ,  t h i s  non -
denominational, community 
based program matches 
tutors and students to build 
academic skills, increase 
cross-cultural understanding 
and build bridges of 
o p p o r t u n i t y  a m o n g 
participants. 
 
To achieve its mission, 
BOT’s program priority will be 
to offer ongoing and 
proactive assessment of 
students’ academic/learning 
needs and to deliver the 
appropr iate  help and 
resources to meet these 
needs during our tutoring 
sess ions .  Our  ta rge t 
audience is K-12 grade 
students in San Francisco. 
By offering quality, one-on-
one tutoring targeted to 
speci f ic  s tudent -based 
needs, we are confident that 
l o n g - t e r m  m e n t o r i n g 
relationships will be formed 
and bridges will be built 
between communities. 
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Robert Patten III 
Philip Burton 

Chabot Community College 
Bot since 1999 
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Leesha Langlois 
Galileo Academy 
City College of SF 
BOT since 1998 

Jacqueline Holmes 
The Urban School of SF 

Howard University 
BOT since 1997 

Karen Hu 
June Jordan 

Chico State University 
BOT since 2004 

Richard Sim 
Galileo Academy 

UC San Diego 
BOT since 2007 
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Class of 2006-07 
Tenth Year 

Trudy Levy 
 

Ninth Year 
Carol Anna Lind 

 
Eighth Year 

Dean Martelli 
Alison Diboll 

 
Seventh Year 

Paul O’Malley 
 

Sixth Year 
Angela Stevens 

 
Fifth Year 
Brian Jones  

 
Forth Year 

Fannie McDaniel 
Lawrence Bernard 

Marshall Kilduff 
 

Third Year 
Anne Montgomery 

Jarah Smith 
 

Second Year 
Luke Bellandi 
Jessica Heine 
Janet Brady 

Lisa Buxbaum 

Alex Fay 
Patty Kent 
Robyn Orr 

Kate Engler 
Carol Landa 

Joanne Pacleb 
Joyce Kurtz 
Krista Mitzel 

Kay Sato 
Reshma Vasanwala 
Rabbi Peretz Wolf-

Prusan 
Alina Woolford 

Michaela George 
James Johnson 
Ivy Zuckerman 

 
First Year 

Lawrence Bowlus 
Erin Chrapaty 
Michael Grim 

Rachel Lagunoff 
Stephanie Allen 
Monica Rowden 
Jessica Watson 
Hailu Keremo 

Rita Vongachariya 
Mark Cramer 
Joseph Silver 
Daniel Cahill 

Carole Okolowicz 
Trishul Goswami 

David Kirschenbaum 
Kuo Fenny 

Madhvi Mewar 
Jill Baker 

Elizabeth Egan 
Monique Forster 

Katie Morell 
Philip Auerbach 
Selino Valdes 

Amanda Tomaszewski 
Stephen Minus 

Michael Lavigne 
Stefanie Buerger 
Susan Almeida 

April Rablin 
Mao Tse-Tran 

Michelle Peacock 
Erin Morgan 
Sam Maslin 

Rebecca Kraut 
Jacqueline Ahmad 
Louise Rothman 
Lauren Gelber 

Mark Sugarman 
Roop Prabhu 

Danan Sherman 
Nadine Jones 
Adrian Rizo 

Judi Leff 
Vianna Newman 
Annie Giannini 
Gerald Moriarty 

Jeffrey Levy 
Sharlene Morris 
Tolu Babalola 
Emily Conrado 

Rose Yao 
Michael Zacks 

Mike Woodsome 
Emily Hughes 
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Back on Track celebrated the 
conclusion of  another 
successful year of tutoring in 
Golden Gate Park just above 

t he  ne w l y  r e no va te d 
Ch i ld rens  P layground . 
Although the weather wasn’t 
the best, staff, tutors, and 
students along with their 

friends  and families, enjoyed 
each others company. 

BMAGIC’s Annual 
Back to School 

Backpack GiveAway 
 

Join BMAGIC on August 25th 
from 11am-3pm at the 
Bayview KC Jones Park and 
MLK Swimming Pol for a fun 
filled day with free backpacks 
and school supplies for youth, 
Kindergarten-Grade 12, food 
and games for children. For 
more information on the event 
and how to get more involved 
contact Yvette BMAGIC 
Director at 558-2428 or visit 
www.bayviewmagic.com. 
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Take me out to the 
ballgame!   

 It was an usually warm 
afternoon on June 13 when 
Back on Track took to AT&T 
park to watch our San 
Francisco Giants battle the 
Toronto Blue Jays.  Luckily, 
we had seats in the shade as 
we watched the game.  After 
a few innings (and more than 
a few runs in from Toronto 
and lots of food) we all took 
turns on the Coke Cola Slide.   
Tired from sliding we went 
back to our seats and 
watched Barry Bonds try to 
settle the score for us. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Bonds 
didn’t get us a win but we still 
came home tanned and 
smiling from our fun at the 
ballgame. 
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The 2006-07 school ended 
on a high note!  We 
received funding for the 
2007-2010 the Department 
of Children, Youth and 
Families grant cycle in the 
amount of $130,000 and we 
also received generous 
donations from one of our 
dedicated tutors – Mark 
Cramer and Temple Emanu-
el.  We have also had 
several inquiries from 
persons interested in 
serving on the Back On 
Track Board of Directors. 
We are, however, still 
looking for additional Board 
members. Serving on Back 
on Track’s board is an 
excellent opportunity to help 
give the community’s 
children an even playing 

field on which to build their 
future. Please contact me if 
you are interested. 
 
 I am looking forward to 2007-
08 with a great deal of 
excitement.  We now have 
Skillstutor to supplement our 
one-on-one tutoring and we 
will be providing training on 
how to use SkillsTutor 
effectively starting with our 
new tutors and parents over 
the next several weeks. Our 
Program Coordinator, Mary 
Salazar did an excellent job 
of assessing our students’ 
progress and now we can 
quantify what we already 
knew – our tutors do an 
excellent job of helping our 
scholars achieve their 
academic potential. Regina 
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Herbert has also done an 
o u t s t a n d i n g  j o b  o f 
interviewing potential tutors 
and then matching them 
with the right scholars so 
that our scholars get the 
most out of their tutoring 
sessions. 
 
  Additionally, this year, we 
are planning several exciting 
workshops for parents and 
tutors.  Therefore, I am 
looking forward to a 
fantastic year of learning 
and growth – Back On Track 
will be back better than 
ever! Our Welcome Back 
Party is August 21 at 
6:00pm and tutor ing 
sessions start September 4, 
2007. 
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A Space Odyssey:  
Back on Track’s trip to the Chabot Space  

and Science Center 
 

 On a warm Saturday in May, Back on Track students headed across 
the bay to the Chabot Space Center for a day of science fun.  We first got to check out the,” 
In the Dark” exhibit which explores different environments of darkness and the unique life 
forms that inhabit them. We wandered through a nocturnal forest with glowing mushrooms 
and amazing underground worlds that exist beneath our own backyards.  After exploring the 
exhibit we had the opportunity to use a solar telescope to examine sun spots. 

 In the afternoon we watched “Space Now”, a live show that reflects the current nighttime 
activities at the new state of the art Ask Jeeves Planetarium.  We explored the evening’s 
constellations and then took a trip through our solar system to the planet Saturn with Ryan 
Turner as our live “tour guide” through the heavens.  Not only was the show life like and 
keep us on the edge of our seats but it also provided us with information on the night sky. 

 Although we had a full 5 hours to explore the Space Center we could have                                                       
stayed longer!  Next year we hope to have more students come and join us for intergalactic 
fun. 
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Volunteer Oppor tunties 
 

BOT 2007-08 Registration Here! ! !   
We are currently seeking dedicated and 

creative people for these available 
volunteer positions: 

 
¨  Math Tutor (2): Teachers or reviews various levels of math to 

both students and tutors 
¨  Field Trip Facilitator: Leads or participates in a field trip to 

a local resource, such as the Exploratorium 
¨  Special Event Coordinator: Helps plan or facilitate on-site 

events during tutoring sessions, such as art night 
¨  Storyteller: Selects, rehearses, and tells/reads stories to an 

audience of students and tutors. 
¨  Computer Room Monitor (4+): Supervises and troubleshoots 

in the computer room during tutoring sessions 
¨  Computer Consultant (1-2): Performs a periodic review of 

BOT systems, programs, and software; provides assistance 
with database design and maintenance; provides web page 
tutorials as necessary. 

¨  Library Volunteer (1-2): Manages BOT library by reshelving 
and repairing books, tracking loaned books, and keeping an 
inventory of BOT’s resources. 

¨  Administrative Intern (2+): Performs general clerical and 
office duties, such as filing, copying, and faxing. 

¨  Interviewer (4+): Assists Membership Coordinator with 
interviewing potential volunteers. 

¨  Web Page Design Instructor (1-2): Provides an introduction 
to the Internet and web page creation; teaches the students 
the process in web page creation, from design,testing, and 
posting to the Internet. 

 Although we had a full 5 hours to explore the Space Center we could have                                                                        



8 

				

� � � � � 	� � � � � 	� � � � � 	� � � � � 					
� � 	� � 	� � 	� � 					


 �� � � � � � �
 �� � � � � � �
 �� � � � � � �
 �� � � � � � � 				
� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � � 				


 � �	� � � � 	� � � � � 		
� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � 				

� � � � � 	� � � � � � �� � � � � 	� � � � � � �� � � � � 	� � � � � � �� � � � � 	� � � � � � � 				
� � � � �	� � � � �  	! � "� #� � � � � � 	

$� � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � 	
%� � � � 	$� � � 	

&� � ' � �� 	( � "� � � 	
� � � �	� ) � � � 	� � � � � 	
� ) � � � � 	( � � � � � 	

1399 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
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People passionate about helping young people to maximize 
their academic potential are needed to serve on the Board of 
Directors.  The board meets once a month on the fourth 
Tuesday at 7 PM. 
Working professionals, retired persons, young adults, stay at 
home moms and/or dads if, you have an area of expertise; a 
talent and/or skill to add to the current Board of Directors that 
will help guide the direction of Back On Track  and the time – 
at least nine (75%) out of twelve meetings a year and time to 
spend on a special project (time required varies according to 
project) Back On Track needs You!!!!!!. 
 
If you are truly interested in making a lasting difference in the 
lives of children – Please contact Sharon Haynes, Interim 
Executive Director at (415) 346-9316  


